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From Your Pastor

family to shape their worldview from a 
Biblical perspective is part of that “Great 
Commission” of making disciples. From 
this conviction, we do everything we do 
as a church and should shape everything 
we do as families and individuals to the 
glory of God! 
     I am grateful to be a part of a church 
family where folks are willing to use their 
gifts FOR GOD’S GLORY! I have often 
stated that First Baptist Church has the 
best in music, children, youth, and loving 
folks than can be found in the Golden 
Triangle. Humm… after our Association-

al meeting this past Sunday night, I think 
I could get an “Amen” from a number of 
Mississippi Baptists! Thank you to every 
person who attended, sang, played instru-
ments, and worshipped our great Lord! 
We didn’t only have a meeting … we had 
CHURCH! It was a great experience. 
     Summer is upon us, and everybody is 
about to get busier. Do not neglect our 
reading through the Bible together! I don’t 
want you to miss the blessings!
  Your Pastor and friend,

     Our ministerial staff attended the D6 
Conference a couple of weeks ago. D6 
is a family ministry conference built 
upon the implications of the instruction 
known as the “Shema” to the Israelites, 
taken from Deuteronomy 6:4-5, “Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might.” This is 
what Jesus identifies as the “greatest 
commandment.” The verses that follow 
the Shema make it clear that this is the 
most important lesson a Believing parent 
can teach their child (vs. 6-9). Since 
our Lord’s “Great Commission,” the 
authoritative directive of the church is 
to “make disciples,” it only makes sense 
THAT work should always start at home! 
Proclaiming the Gospel message should 
always start at home. It should be sup-
ported and equipped, and supplemented 
by the church. Allow me to paraphrase 
an old Spanish proverb that translates, 
“An ounce of a Godly mother is worth a 
pound of a preacher.” (I know you proba-
bly think that even at that ratio, Bro. Dale 
covers a lot of territory!) My most incredi-
ble thrill in ministry is pointing someone 
to Christ and witnessing that moment 
a person moves from darkness to light, 
from death to life, when they are born 
again! And a very close second is when 
a child comes to me and tells me about 
when their parent led them to the Lord. 
My job is to “equip the saints for the work 
of the ministry” (Eph. 4:12). Helping a 

Congratulations 
Class of 2023!

Mary Beth Briggs

Linnsey Tucker Kendyl Watson

Raylee CravenJohn Ross Craven

Dinner for 8
Women’s Ministry is hosting Dinner for 8 again on Tuesday, May 23. If you didn’t participate in the one in December, you will want 

to come to this one.  You will be assigned a host home later.  Each home and participants will enjoy a meal together with a 
devotional activity provided by a facilitator for that home. Sign up sheet is on the table in the fellowship hall for this fun night! All 

age women are encouraged to come! The last day to sign up will be May 17. 

Mattye Hemphill



have questions!  
 
STUDENT CHOIR will lead in worship 
Sunday, May 7.  We will have an important 
rehearsal Sunday, April 30 at 4:00 with SNAC 
to follow!  
 
MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST ALL-STATE 
YOUTH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA will be 
here Sunday night, June 18 at 6:00 to present 
a Worship Concert.  We are so excited to 
host this talented group of young people.  
Three of our students will be singing with 
this group this summer: Samuel Hollis, Riley 
Turnipseed, Bella Vick. We are responsible 
for providing host homes for about 100 peo-
ple that evening.  If you would be willing to 
host some of these students or adults, please 
let me know or contact the church office.  
 
HANDBELLS will rehearse May 2, 9 and 15 at 
5:30 in the balcony.  We will play in morning 
worship May 21.  
 
He keeps me singing!

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, 
all the earth.  Sing to the Lord, praise His name; 
proclaim His salvation day after day.  Declare 
His glory among the nations, His marvelous 

deeds among all peoples.”  Psalm 96:1-3
 
WORSHIP CHOIR will not rehearse May 3 
or 10 because of children’s activities. We will 
rehearse May 17, 24, and 31.  Our summer re-
hearsal and Sunday singing schedule will be 
available to pick up at the May 17 rehearsal.  
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIRS will present their 
END OF THE YEAR programs Wednesday 
night, May 3 at 6:00 in the Sanctuary.  All 
three of our children’s choirs will make 
presentations.  The older children’s choir 
(Grades 4-6) will present the mini-musical 
GOD IS IN CONTROL.  Please come and 
support these children and their leaders. 
Please save the dates for KIDS MUSIC and 
WORSHIP CAMP which will be held June 21 
& 22 from 8:30-12. This is for kids in Grades 
1-6.  We will sing, play instruments, play 
musical games and explore other ways that 
we can worship!  Please let me know if you 

Ginger’s NotesGinger’s NotesGinger’s NotesGinger’s Notes

all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9) I don’t want 
that sin anymore. I love Jesus. I know what 
my sin did to Him. I hate my sin. I can’t keep 
it. 
As the devotion went on to say, “If you find 
that you keep on choosing to sin without 
feeling sad about it, then you need to ques-
tion if you have really placed your faith in 
Christ.” To claim Christ but keep sinning 
deliberately is to trample on the Son of God. 
Hebrews 10:29 says that to do so is to have a 
greater degree of punishment. To habitually 
and intentionally continue in sin reveals that 
someone does not know God. (1 John 3:6) To 
claim Christ as Savior and Lord is to die to 
sin. If we continue in it, then we aren’t dead 
to sin but slaves to it. We trample on the One 
we claim to have freed us from sin.
As John Owen said, “Be killing sin or sin will 
be killing you.” Yes, it’s that serious. It is our 
sin that killed the Son of God. It must not be 
trifled with. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
May 7 – Family Worship
May 14 – MOTHER’S DAY Family Worship
May 21 – Justin and Kelly Davis
May 28 – Jonas and Joedee Robinson

May prayer emphasis: Lord, give us hearts 
for the next generation. May they be faithful 
builders of your kingdom. Let us prepare 
them well as David prepared Solomon to 
build a house for God. Bless our homes to 
continue forever before you. (2 Samuel 7)

I found $10 this 
week! I was walking 
home from church 
during lunch Tues-
day, looked down, 

and there was a dollar bill. Friday morning, I 
was running, looked down, and saw a small 
wad of money. I left it there because someone 
was walking behind me. I wrestled with that 
decision, but just decided maybe he would 
see the money and it would be something he 
needed right on time. But as I made my way 
back on that route, it was still there - $9. 
I told my children about it and struggled 
to come up with a spiritual lesson, but God 
provided just as he does with His own. 
Our Friday night devotion was titled “Tram-
pling on the Son of God,” and it began with 
this: “When you walk along a sidewalk and 
you look down and spot a dollar bill, you 
pick it up because you see it as something of 
value.” It took my breath away. TWICE this 
week I found dollar bills! I picked them up 
because I saw them as valuable, not trash to 
blow around in the wind. 
I wouldn’t trample on a single dollar bill, 
but would I trample on the Son of God? As 
believers, we will sin. But what sets believers 
apart from unbelievers is our response to 
that sin. Genuine faith will mourn over sin. 
(“Blessed are those who mourn for they will 
be comforted.” Matthew 5:4) Genuine faith 
will be burdened by it and turn to God to 
confess it and ask His help in fighting it. (“If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to CLEANSE us from 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to 
Debbie Billington and family, and Scott and 
Donna Ross and family in the death of Dr. 
Bill Billington, April 4; also to Bobby Edwards 
in the death of his sister-in-law, Virginia 
Edwards, April 18; and to the family of Patsy 
Hill, who passed away April 19.

Welcome New Members!!!

By Baptism:
Chapman Hill

A THANK YOU NOTE has been received 
from the Billington family.

By Baptism:
Bentley Hailey

May Children’s Events

May 3 - Children’s Choirs Presentation
May 10 - RA Derby
May 14 - Baby Dedication
May 17 - Mission Emphasis
May 21 - GA Tea
May 24 - First Kids’ Academy begins
May 31  - Fayette Aquatic Center

Door Hanger Paint Party 
for Guatemala Missions

Thursday, May 4
6:00 p.m. 

Forever Young Spring Banquet
Thursday, May 11, 6:00 p.m.

Program: Steven and Cheryl Barnett 
from Shepherd’s Inn

Sign up on the table outside the fellowship 
hall. ($10.00 per person)

$30.00
Two designs to choose from 

See Regina Towery 
for more details.



Any groups (deacons, women’s ministry, men’s ministry, missions, small groups, committees, choirs, 
ensembles, children, youth, and adults) who are planning events or meetings in June must email or call 

Kelli with dates, times, and details by May 19. (fbcwpkelli@gmail.com) 

FFirst irst SStudentstudentsFirst Students
Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering,  

since He who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:24

             
      We have officially made it to one of the 
busiest times of the year! May is here which 
brings the end of the school year and lots of 
end of the year programs, graduations, and 
many other exciting and sometimes stressful 
things. As we approach the end of the school 
year though, we look forward to summer and 
some exciting upcoming events, but before 
we can get there, we must get through May. 
Sunday, May 7th will be our senior recog-
nition Sunday. We will recognize our six 
seniors this year: Mary Beth Briggs, Raylee 
Craven, John Ross Craven, Kendyl Watson, 
Linnsey Tucker, and Mattye Hemphill. We 
look forward to recognizing and celebrating 
each of our seniors.

      During May, we will also be placing an 
order for t-shirts. These t-shirts will be similar 
to the sweatshirts that we’ve recently sold, and 
they will have the FBCWP Students logo on the 
front. We have seven different colors of t-shirts, 
so if you would like to purchase any, you can 
find your school colors. T-shirts are $18 each, 
and we have sizes ranging from adult small to 
4XL. The preorder for these t-shirts will end on 
May 18th, so get your orders in quick! To order, 
you can come by the church office and fill out 
the form on the window or scan the QR code 
above the form on the window. If you would 
like to fill out the online form, you can access it 
by going to this link: https://bit.ly/FBCWPT. All 
money raised from the t-shirt sales will go into 
the youth designated fund. 
      As we look past May and into the summer, 
we look forward to camp this summer. This 
summer we will be going to a new camp for us 
called Generate Camp. We will be doing a serve 

camp in which we will be going out as a group 
to do various service projects throughout the 
week. The camp will be hosted at East Texas 
Baptist University in Marshall, TX, and the 
dates for camp will be July 10-14. It is not too 
late to sign up as we still have spots left for 
students and chaperones. You can sing up by 
going to this link: https://bit.ly/fbcwpgener-
ate2023. At this camp, our chaperones will be 
the ones leading our students in Bible study 
during the week, so if you are interested in 
going as a chaperone, please let me know, so I 
can get information to your as soon as possi-
ble to prepare you for camp. As always, I ask 
that you continue to pray for our students and 
our student ministry and for the upcoming 
events that we are looking forward to.

In Christ,
Joseph Blount



Rev. Dale Funderburg
Pastor

Ginger Fowler
Minister of Music

Joseph Blount
Minister of Students

Joedee Robinson
Minister of Children 
and Family Ministry

Julie Hill
ECM Operational Director

Kimberly Allen
ECM Ministry Director

Emma Hicks
Student Ministry Intern

First Baptist
Church

May 3
Hamburgers

Tater Tots
Cookies

May 24
Chicken Sandwich

Trimmings
Tater Tots
Cookies 

May 31
Taco Salad

Corn
Chips

Pie

May 10
(RA Derby)
Corndogs

Chips
Popcorn

Snow Cones

BUDGET NEEDS
Average Weekly Budget Receipts for March

$12,168.45
Weekly Budget Needs

$20,620.87

April 2, 2023
Undesignated $17,856.05
Reimbursements $2,096.39
Child Care $4,931.00
Total Operating $24,883.44
Designated     $2,470.00
Total Deposit $27,353.44

 TITHES & OFFERINGS
March Online Giving

$8,213.55

April 9, 2023
Undesignated $13,106.35  
Reimbursements $1,123.00
Child Care $5,199.50
Total Operating $19,428.85
Designated $1,745.00
Total Deposit $21,173.85

March Online ECM Deposits 
$20,419.00

April 23, 2023
Undesignated $17,186.00
Reimbursements $351.80
Child Care $4,250.50
Total Operating $21,788.30
Designated $783.00
Total Deposit $22,571.30

April 16, 2023
Undesignated $10,498.00
Reimbursements $845.10
Child Care $10,072.11
Total Operating $21,415.21
Designated $431.00
Total Deposit $21,846.21

  4/2 4/9 4/16 4/23 
Sunday School 205 220 181 191 
Morning Worship 326 426 261 307

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE

May 17
Green Salad
Pasta Salad

Chicken Salad
Fresh Fruit

Garlic Bread/Pie 

NURSERY CALENDAR
May 7

Terri Pierce
Sarah Grace Pierce

Will Ketchum
Brooke Ketchum
Kimberly Allen

Mat 28

Brenda Johnson
Brad Cox
Jade Cox

Hannah Weston

May 21

Lauren Jenkins
Ben Lawley

Heather Lawley
Katie Oswalt

May 14

Beverly Allen
Ann Holt

Sherri Fowler
Katie Oswalt


