
From Your Pastor Even our beloved Southern Baptist 
Convention seemed to have lost its 
focus in many ways. Some of our 
most trusted leaders are embroiled in 
scandals and coverups. Covid-19 also 
resulted in an undermining of the 
need for the community and 
fellowship needs of the local church. 
Too many pews are still empty. 
     
     Because of the confusion, 
complacency, chaos, and corruption 
of our culture, I feel a conviction to 
return to the basics. In 2023, I want to 
challenge each person in our church 
to read the Bible from cover-to-cover. 
Amazing things will happen when 
we make reading God’s word a 
priority. The suggested reading plan 
will designate some daily passages 
from both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. Most days, the 
reading can be done in about 20 
minutes. I will be emailing the 
proposed reading plan this week. I 
encourage our Sunday School 
teachers to emphasize and help hold 

our church family accountable in this 
effort. I call upon our Deacons to set 
the pace and hold each other account-
able in this effort. I will hold account-
able our staff to read through the 
Bible and submit to how the Holy 
Spirit will direct the day-to-day 
ministries to the truths unveiled in 
obedience. 
     
     Although we live in an unsettled 
world, let us return to our anchor. In 
the era of misinformation, let us stand 
upon truth. In a day when it is hard to 
know who is credible, we will read a 
book we can trust from a God we can 
trust.

  Your Pastor and friend,

      The more technologically 
advanced we become, the more 
unsettled our world becomes. The 
easier it is to transmit a message, the 
more irrational the lies people seem 
to want to hold up as truth. Accord-
ing to Romans 1, we should not be 
surprised. The Coronavirus of 2019 
flooded the world with polarizing 
disinformation; vaccine or no, mask 
or no mask? It was so confusing, 
making it hard to know who is 
credible. Our world is so perplexing. 
     
     One of the most hilarious memo-
ries from my childhood was when my 
home church held a Valentine’s 
Banquet. The highlight of the 
evening was a “Womanless Beauty 
Review,” featuring men dressed as 
beauty pageant contestants. It was so 
absurd that it was funny. No one … 
and I do mean NO ONE would have 
imagined that within a generation, 
so much confusion over the subject 
of gender would even be possible. 
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LMNO Bible Study
Sunday, January 15th 

4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
A light supper will be served.
We will be studying Psalm 23.



servant heart!  “Glory to His name!”  “Not to 
us, Lord, not to us but to your name be the 
glory!”  Psalm 115:1
 
WORSHIP CHOIR rehearsals will resume 
Wednesday night, January 11 at 6:00 in the 
choir room.  This is a great time to join choir 
or return to choir if you’ve not been singing 
with us recently.  All are welcome!
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIRS  for PreK4-Grade 6 
will resume January 11 from 5:30 – 6:00.  
 
STUDENT CHOIR will resume Sunday af-
ternoon, January 22 at 5:00 in the choir room.  
ALL youth are invited to be involved!  
 
Thank you so much for the cards, gifts and 
acts of kindness shown to Tim and I during 
the Christmas season.  It is such an honor 
and a blessing to serve this loving church.  I 
am looking forward to 2023 and what God 
has in store for us at FBC!
 
He keeps me singing!
 

Listening to and singing Christmas music 
is one of the greatest joys of the season for 
me.    There is nothing quite like worshiping 
and singing Christmas carols and songs with 
other believers.  One of the ways that we can 
be unified as a congregation is through 
musical worship!  It makes me think of 
heaven where we will all be singing and 
worshiping together!  What a day that will 
be!
 
I am so very thankful for all of our 
musicians, hand bell players, soloists, choir 
members, drama team members, children 
and youth choir leaders and technical teams 
for making the Christmas music 
presentations so meaningful and special this 
year!  I was blessed indeed!  
 
The music of the season can also be very 
challenging and demanding for our 
musicians.  This church is extremely blessed 
to have excellent musicians serving in our 
worship ministry.  They work very hard 
rehearsing and preparing to provide 
beautiful music for us to worship with each 
Sunday.  They do this each week with a 

Ginger’s NotesGinger’s NotesGinger’s NotesGinger’s Notes

that. He asks that we give back to Him what 
He has given us – time, a talent, a resource, 
a heart that is fully His, or little hearts for 
you to nurture with truth. What can you 
give Jesus this year? It will take time, effort, 
dying to self. But He is so worth it. He died 
so you can live, not selfishly, but 
sacrificially. (Romans 12:1) He will bless you.
“I will save you that you may become a 
blessing. Do not fear; let your hands be 
strong.” (Zechariah 8:13b) You don’t have to 
be perfect, just faithful.  
 

January 8 – Bible Drills resume at 5 p.m.

January 11 – Wednesday activities resume.
       5:30 p.m. – Children’s Choirs
      6 – 7 p.m. – RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends
  

January 1 – Family Worship
January 8 – Casey Berry and Missy Brown

January 15 – Brad and Jade Cox
January 22 – Justin and Kelly Davis

January 29 – Lacy and LeeAnn Funderburg

   During the Christmas season, we cele-
brate and give generously. But at the same 
time, we ponder the why of Christmas. We 
who are so unworthy were gifted gener-
ously. We can’t match that gift. We can’t 
out-give what God has given. 
   There are two Christmas songs that 
humble me so, but really get to the heart of 
our giving: The Little Drummer Boy and In 
the Bleak Midwinter. 
    The Little Drummer Boy wants to lavish-
ly give to the newborn King, but he is poor 
too, just like Jesus. He wants to honor Baby 
Jesus, but he has no gift fit for a king. So he 
asks, “Shall I play for you?” “I played my 
best for Him.” “Then He smiled at me, pa 
rum pum pum pum.”
    “What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I 
were a shepherd, I would bring Him a lamb. 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part. 
Yet what I can, I give Him, I give Him my 
heart.” – In the Bleak Midwinter
We are too poor to give this King a gift that 
is worthy of Him. But He doesn’t ask for 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to Billy 
and Beverly White, Larry Joe White, Mark and 
Holli Hill, Ned and Candice Miller, and families 
in the death of Ray White, December 2; also to 
the family of Bonnie Cockrell who passed away 
December 3; and to John and Virginia Ingram 
and Ryan and Hannah Weston and families 
in the death of Virginia’s brother, Jamie Felix, 
December 7; also to Cecil and Shanna Ferrell 
and family in the death of her mother, Martha 
Harris, December 19; also to Sandra Darnell 
and family in the death of Tom Darnell, 
December 23.

Joy Seitz WMU
January 17
9:00 a.m.

in the church library

CONGRATULATIONS to Glen and Katherine 
Stringer on the birth of their son, Ross Edward 
Stringer, December 6. Scott and Donna Ross are 
his proud grandparents; also to Gary and Myra 
Duncan on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Madison Ryan, December 15. Her parents are 
Craig and Maggie Wood.

PLEASE NOTE: 
FOREVER YOUNG WILL NOT MEET 
IN JANUARY. Glen Brown will be our 

program in February.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Wednesday, January 18 - 6:00 p.m.

Welcome New Member!!!

By Baptism:
Leah Donahoo 
(also pictured:

Adaline Owens)

Save the Date....
LMNO night 

with LuAnne Ford
February 7

Fellowship, Food, 
Bible Study, and More!

More info to come!



Any groups (deacons, women’s ministry, men’s ministry, missions, small groups, committees, choirs, 
ensembles, children, youth, and adults) who are planning events or meetings in February must email 

or call Kelli with dates, times, and details by January 24. (fbcwpkelli@gmail.com) 

FFirst irst SStudentstudentsFirst Students
Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering,  

since He who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:24

       Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that 
it is already 2023. I can remember when it was 
just 2022. With the new year comes lots of new 
and exciting things (especially for me). I’m 
thankful for the supportive church family that 
we have at FBC West Point, and I’m looking 
forward to what God is going to do in 2023 in 
our church and in the lives of our students. As 
always, we have a lot to look forward to in the 
coming weeks and months, so if you have not 
signed up for our student ministry Remind 101, 
you can stay up to date on all of the important 
information by texting @fbcwpst to: 81010. 
      The first big activity we have for our youth 
this year is our Winter Retreat. This will be 
very similar to the fall retreat that we have done 
in the past, but this year we will be traveling 

to Central Hills Baptist Retreat just outside of 
Kosciusko. The dates for this trip are January 14-16 
which is MLK weekend. Students and 
chaperones can sign up on the Google form by 
clicking this link: https://bit.ly/3HfEWBP. We are 
looking forward to a fun weekend, so please keep 
our students in your prayers.
       We are also looking forward to DNOW week-
end which will be February 24-26. There will be 
more information and signup sheets in the com-
ing weeks, but for the time being, you can sign up 
using this link: bit.ly/3VGCSaz.  Please be on the 
lookout for more information about DNOW and 
as always, please be in prayer for this weekend. 
       For each activity that we have, students will 
need to have a Medical Release Form filled out. 
This form must be notarized before being turned 
in. Forms can be picked up in the youth room or 
by coming by the office. If you would like for me 
to email you a copy of the form, please send me an 
email at fbcwpjoseph@gmail.com, and I will send 
one to you. These forms will be good from January 

2023-December 2023.
      Lastly, we are already looking ahead to the 
summer and thinking about camp this year 
even though the year has just started. This year 
for camp, we will be attending Generate Serve 
Camp. This camp is a mission-based camp that 
will give our students an opportunity to have 
hands on experience doing mission work while 
having a lot of fun. The dates for camp this year 
will be July 10-14 and the location of camp will 
be the campus of East Texas Baptist University 
in Marshall, TX. The cost for camp is $300 per 
students. The first deposit of $150 per student 
will be due by March 26th, and the final deposit 
will be due by May 28th. Be on the lookout for 
signups and more information about camp this 
summer. As always, if anyone has any questions 
about any of our events coming up, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.

In Christ, 
Joseph Blount
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January 4
No Meal 

and 
No Activities

January 18
Chicken Strips

Creamed Potatoes/Gravy
Black Eye Peas

Biscuit
Pie

January 25
Taco Salad

Corn
Chips

Cookies

January 11
Hamburgers
Trimmings
Tater Tots

Chocolate Chip Cookies

December 4, 2022
Undesignated $22,950.10
Reimbursements $884.50
Child Care $5,469.10
Total Operating $29,303.70
Designated     $6,915.00
Total Deposit $36,218.70

 TITHES & OFFERINGS
November Online Giving

$7,796.68

December 11, 2022
Undesignated $23,381.01  
Reimbursements $345.50
Child Care $5,977.05
Total Operating $29,703.56
Designated $8,515.00
Total Deposit $38,218.56

November  Online ECM Deposits 
$13,844.00

December 25, 2022
Undesignated $47,687.00
Child Care $1,577.00
Total Operating $49,264.00
Designated $24,905.00
Total Deposit $74,169. 00

Lottie Moon Offering: 
(as of 12/27)
$28,139.03

December 18, 2022
Undesignated $15,977.00
Reimbursements $122.00
Child Care $7,882.59
Total Operating $23,981.59
Designated $5,857.00
Total Deposit $29,838.59

BUDGET NEEDS
Average Weekly Budget Receipts for November

$13,961.17
Weekly Budget Needs

$20,391.83

  12/4 12/11 12/18 12/25 
Sunday School 222 192 155 no S.S. 
Morning Worship 251 267 242 213

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE

NURSERY CALENDAR
January 1

Nikki Stafford
Ben Lawley
Heather Lawley
Regina Towery

January 29

Brenda Towery
Will Ketchum
Brooke Ketchum
Katie Oswalt

January 22

Brenda Johnson
Ned Miller
Candice Miller
Heather
  Bumgarner

January 15

Laurel Vipperman
Steve Tribble
Thea Kay Tribble
Cindy Watson

January 8

LeeAnn 
   Funderburg
Brad Cox
Jade Cox
Farrah Honea


