
From Your Pastor intentional, the true meaning of Easter 
will be lost for the next generation, hav-
ing no more significance than a day very 
plastic and empty. Don’t get me wrong. I 
am not the Ebenezer Scrooge of Easter. 
I don’t mind our kids having Easter Egg 
hunts and baskets full of sweetness that 
they can share with their PaPaw! 
However, every child needs to hear the 
true meaning of Easter from their 
parents. Children can learn to separate 
fun and games from truth and gratitude. 
It’s one thing to pretend and play and 
imagine. But use those hidden eggs to 
reveal the truth about our Risen Savior. 
Leave the plastic eggs empty to teach the 
truth about an empty tomb! Make Easter 
a teachable moment that will last a 
lifetime and eventually lead to the empty 
grave of every Believer! Sing with con-
viction, “He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus 
lives today. He walks with me and talks 
with me along life’s narrow way. He lives, 
He lives, Salvation to impart. You ask me 
how I know He lives? He lives within my 
heart.”
 Your Pastor and friend,

We are fast approaching Easter! Easter 
does not fall on the same date every 
year. Some years it is celebrated as early 
as March 22 or as late as April 25. Since 
325 AD, a date was agreed upon by the 
Council of Nicaea, and Christians have 
celebrated Easter on the first Sunday 
following the first full moon after the 
spring equinox. (The equinox is when 
the sun is exactly above the equator, so 
day and night are equal in length). There 
are a lot of traditions associated with the 
celebration of Easter. Like Christmas, 
some traditions are handed down, often 
without explanation. Therefore, they are 
in danger of becoming empty traditions, 
void of meaning. One example is the 
“Easter Egg.” In the 13th Century, the 
Catholic church prohibited eating eggs 
during Holy Week before Easter Sunday, 
but nobody told the chickens. They con-
tinued to lay eggs, so folks called those 
eggs “Holy Week Eggs,” which prompted 
the festive colors too. The egg represents 
new life, so it was both a practical and 
religious use of eggs. However, today kids 
all over our country hunt for plastic eggs 
with little more than fun and games and 
a sweet treat in mind. And if we are not 
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FBC’s Got Talent!
FBC’s Got Talent!

Sunday, April 2
5:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 2
5:30 p.m.

Fun - Fellowship - Talent Show
Hamburgers - Hotdogs - TaterTots

Fun - Fellowship - Talent Show
Hamburgers - Hotdogs - TaterTots

Golden Triangle Baptist Association 
Annual Spring Meeting/Worship Service

Sunday, April 23 at 6:00 p.m. 
First Baptist Church, West Point

Dr. Lloyd Sweatt will be our guest speaker.
Dr. Sweatt is the Pastor of Meadowood Baptist 
Church in Amory, MS and the President of the 

Mississippi Baptist Convention.

Our Multi-Gen Choir will lead worship.

Forever Young Picnic Luncheon
at the home of Thad & Judy Buck

Thursday, April 13, 11:30 a.m.

BBQ, buns, and drinks 
are provided.

Please bring a side or a dessert.

If you need a ride, 
please call the church office.

We want to thank all of you who have 
given your time to serve and care for our 

children in the nursery. If you would 
like to continue to serve or would like to 
begin serving a few Sundays per year in 
our nursery during morning worship, 

please let Katie Oswalt (662-610-3711) or 
Hannah Weston (662-352-6317) know.

Church-wide Work Day 
Saturday, April 1   8:00 a.m.



an important rehearsal to prepare to lead 
worship Sunday, May 7 for Senior Recogni-
tion Sunday.  
 
He keeps me singing! 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC for PreK4-Grade 6 
meet every Wednesday night from 5:30 – 
6:00.  They will be presenting their END OF 
THE YEAR program Wednesday night, May 
3 at 6:00 in the sanctuary.  This will include 
the Preschool choir and our graded choirs.  
Our Preschool choir will also sing in Morn-
ing Worship April 30.  
 
STUDENT CHOIR had a wonderful time of 
worship at East Union Baptist Church during 
our weekend trip in March!  We are thankful 
for everyone who was able to participate – 
youth and adults!  We are especially grateful 
to Marvin Turnipseed for driving the bus 
for us.  We will meet this Sunday, April 2 at 
4:00 in the fellowship hall to get ready for 
FBC’s Got Talent at 5:30!  We will not have 
youth choir on April 9 or 16.  We will sing 
in a Multi-Gen Choir Sunday night, April 
23 for the Golden Triangle Spring Meeting.  
We will meet at 4:45 in the sanctuary that 
afternoon for rehearsal.  We will meet April 
30 at 4:00 with SNAC to follow!  This will be 

“He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.”. 
Matthew 28:6

 
We will celebrate EASTER on Sunday, 
April 9!  The Worship Choir will present a 
selection of Easter music as we celebrate our 
Risen Savior!  I appreciate the faithfulness of 
our choir and instrumentalists every week, 
but especially when we prepare special 
music programs.  
 
Sunday night, April 23 at 6:00 our church 
will be hosting the Golden Triangle Baptist 
Association Spring Meeting.  Our Multi-Gen 
choir will be leading worship that night.   
(youth and adults) We invite you to come and 
worship with us that night!
 
WORSHIP CHOIR rehearsal will be in the 
sanctuary April 5.  We will not have choir 
rehearsal April 12.  Rehearsals will resume 
in the choir room on April 19.  We will sing 
in a Multi-Gen Choir Sunday night, April 23 
for the Golden Triangle Spring Meeting.  We 
will meet at 4:45 that afternoon for rehearsal.

Ginger’s NotesGinger’s NotesGinger’s NotesGinger’s Notes

get safely to shore. Their partners showed 
up and helped with the plentiful harvest. 
This is what God’s people do. They show up. 
What did Peter recognize though? He did not 
take credit for his hard work; Peter realized 
it was Jesus who made it happen. Peter 
recognized Jesus as Lord over all and felt un-
worthy to be in the presence of Jesus, blessed 
by Jesus. How could Jesus do something so 
marvelous for a sinner like him? Like me?

By our own power, no lasting fruit. It’s very 
easy to see our deeds as futile. In obedience 
to Jesus, recognizing the power lies with 
Him, we can surrender ourselves to…fishing. 
“Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fish-
ing for people!” They left everything and 
followed Jesus. And it’s worth it!

Special thanks to Melissa Henry, Peggy 
Walls, Josh Funderburg, Mark Jessop, Lee-
Ann Funderburg, Candice Miller, Michael 
Busby, Joseph Blount, and the 20 youth 
helpers at Parents’ Night Out. I know others 
prayed for the event and the parents, and I 
am so grateful, always, for your prayers.

  Mrs. Joedee

APRIL PRAYER EMPHASIS: 
Psalm 78:5-7 – Pray for parents to teach their 
children, so generations yet to be born will 
arise to tell their children to set their hope in 
God and not forget His works or command-
ments.

The stories from 
Jesus’ time on 
earth never get 
old. Reading in 
Luke 5 recently, 
Jesus’ calling of 

His first disciples, hit me at just the right time 
in just the right way. I was busy planning 
for Parents’ Night Out. There were a lot of 
moving parts, and I didn’t want to overlook 
anything. This scripture helped me put the 
focus in the right place. 

First, Jesus noticed the soon-to-be disciples 
washing their nets after fishing all night. He 
saw them. Next, He asked to use what they 
had available – an empty boat. He used what 
they had. Jesus finished speaking from their 
boat and told Simon Peter, “Go out deeper 
and cast your nets.” Peter addressed Jesus 
appropriately, “Master,” but then gave an 
excuse not to do what Jesus told him to do. 
“WE worked hard all night and didn’t catch a 
thing.” But the fishermen cast their nets any-
way. They were obedient to Jesus’ word. In 
the boat with Jesus, they cast their nets, and 
would you believe it!? They caught a net so 
full of fish that it was about to tear! They had 
to call for more help! (Sounds familiar.) The 
boats were so full they nearly sank. What a 
great problem to have!

Jesus provided so abundantly that the disci-
ples called for reinforcements so they could 

April 2 - Family Worship
April 9 - EASTER Family Worship
April 16 - Heather Bumgarner, Kelli Mowry
April 23 - Taylor Frost, Brooke Ketchum
April 30 - Peggy Walls, Elisha Chambless

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended Pete 
and Peggy O’Shea in the death of her brother, 
John Gunter, March 1; also to Johnny Kolb 
and family in the death of John Kolb, March 
12; and to Shannon and Paula Wooten and 
family in the death of his sister, Sherry 
Prather, March 19; also to Robert and Ann 
Holt in the death of her niece, Kaylee Sim-
mons, March 20; and to Sandy Garner in the 
death of her mother, Sara Jo Forrester, March 
21; also to Brock, Erica, Dalton, and Riley Tur-
nipseed in the loss of their grandmother/great 
grandmother, Mildred Pumphrey, March 23.

Church-Wide Wedding Shower for

 Ashton Swader & Wil Boyd

Sunday, April 16
1:00 - 2:00 (Come & Go)

Welcome New Members!!!
By Baptism:

Katie and Finn Oswalt

By Letter:
Jon Ryan Oswalt

Also Pictured:
Rosalia Oswalt

By Baptism:
Brett Donahoo

Also Pictured:
Leah Donahoo

A THANK YOU NOTE has been received 
from Lillie Mae Stafford.



Any groups (deacons, women’s ministry, men’s ministry, missions, small groups, committees, choirs, 
ensembles, children, youth, and adults) who are planning events or meetings in May must email or call 

Kelli with dates, times, and details by April 21. (fbcwpkelli@gmail.com) 

FFirst irst SStudentstudentsFirst Students
Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering,  

since He who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:24

It’s hard to believe that it is already April, 
and the school year is coming to an end 
quickly. We have a lot to look forward to 
in the coming months and as we get closer 
to summer. We are looking forward to our 
camp this summer. We’ll be going to a 
Generate Serve camp July 10-14 in Marshall, 
TX at East Texas Baptist University. If you 
have not signed up for camp yet, please do 
so, by clicking on this link: https://bit.ly/
fbcwpgenerate2023. If you are an adult that is 
interested in going as a chaperone for camp, 
you can also sign up using that link. The cost 
of camp this year is dependent upon how 
many students each family has. For one 
student, the cost is $300, for two students, 

the cost is $250 per students, and for 3 or more, 
the cost is $200 per student. The first payments 
for camp are due if you have not paid them 
yet and will be $150 for one student, $125 per 
student for two students, and $100 per student 
for 3 or more students. The final payment for 
camp will be due May 28th.  If you would like 
to use work credits for payments, please let me 
know, and if we have any church members that 
would like to sponsor a student, please let me 
know as well. 

We are also still selling our FBCWP Student 
Ministry hats and sweatshirts. I know that the 
weather is warming up, but some of you may 
still want a sweatshirt, and we still have some in 
most sizes. You can now order sweatshirts for 
$20 per sweatshirt. We are also looking to add 
some short sleeve t-shirts to the list of items 
that we’ll be selling, so be on the lookout for 
that as well. You can order hats or sweatshirts 

by clicking on this link: bit.ly/3DcEOQP.

We are also looking forward to honoring our 
graduating seniors this year. For all of our 
seniors that would like to participate in 
Senior Recognition Sunday, you can sign up 
with this link: https://bit.ly/seniorday2023 
by April 23rd. Just like last year, we will have 
slideshow of pictures, and you can send 
pictures to me @ fbcwpjoseph@gmail.com. 
Please continue to be in prayer for our seniors 
and their parents during this exciting and 
emotional time! Please continue to be in 
prayer as well for all of our students and the 
upcoming events that we have for our student 
ministry. 

In Christ, 
Joseph Blount
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April 5
Poppyseed Chicken

Green Beans
Fried Squash

Roll
Lemon Cake

April 19
Lasagna 

Salad
Garlic Bread

Brownie

April 26
Chicken Strips

Potatoes/Gravy
Black Eye Peas

Biscuit
Brownie

April 12
Pot Roast

Creamed Potatoes
Lima Beans

Biscuit
Pie

BUDGET NEEDS
Average Weekly Budget Receipts for February

$18,137.34
Weekly Budget Needs

$20,620.87

  3/5 3/12 3/19 3/26 
Sunday School 204 149 165 176 
Morning Worship 321 241 246 283

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE

March 5, 2023
Undesignated $16,799.00
Reimbursements $331.06
Child Care $3,668.00
Total Operating $20,798.06
Designated     $6,519.00
Total Deposit $27,317.06

 TITHES & OFFERINGS
February Online Giving

$8,163.30

March 12, 2023
Undesignated $7,471.00  
Reimbursements $1,020.00
Child Care $6,146.00
Total Operating $14,637.00
Designated $1,401.25
Total Deposit $16,038.25

February Online ECM Deposits 
$15,423.50

March 26, 2023
Undesignated $6,956.26
Reimbursements $571.04
Child Care $3,740.00
Total Operating $11,267.30
Designated $2,627.75
Total Deposit $13,895.05

March 19, 2023
Undesignated $8,259.00
Reimbursements $50.00
Child Care $9,492.64
Total Operating $17,801.64
Designated $628.00
Total Deposit $18,429.64

NURSERY CALENDAR
April 2

Holli Hill
Beverly White
Heath Brand
Sheila Brand
Sherri Fowler

April 30

Ned Miller
Candice Miller
Steve Tribble
Thea Kay Tribble
Regina Towery

April 23

Elizabeth Bounds
Janice Hill
Nikki Stafford
Aiden Stafford
Farrah Honea

April 16

Pam Ketchum
Reese Ketchum
Melissa Henry
Lynn Suggs
Hannah Weston

April 9

Erica Turnipseed
Riley Turnipseed
Kay Frost
Shanna Cliett
Katie Oswalt


