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From Your Pastor
There are several ways to end a task.
(Notice, I wrote “end a task,” not “complete a task”). There are right ways to
finish and wrong ways. Some people
cheat. At the NCAA Women’s
Swimming Championship, a GUY
named Lia Thomas was declared the
winner of the 500-yard freestyle race.
Not a sport I typically follow or to which
I even pay much attention. However,
Lia Thomas is a dude, a male, a guy, a
BOY swimming in the WOMEN’S races.
It provides one more example of how
confused our world has become. Every
day, his DNA will tell you that he was
swimming in the wrong pool! Isaiah 5:20
warns, “Woe to those who call evil good,
and good evil; Who substitute darkness
for light and light for darkness; Who
substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for
bitter!” my addition would be … “and call
boys girls!”
One way to “end a task” is to neglect
your duties altogether. There is no evaluation because there’s nothing to evaluate.
Forget finishing! Not only do essential
tasks not advance, someone else has to
take on the burden, which often distracts
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them from their own duties. That person
may become overwhelmed, and now
neither of the tasks has a hope to come to
completion. The person who took on too
much gets a poor performance evaluation, not because that person was
not trying, but because they bore the burden of another. It was too much. Often,
a domino effect of failure is in motion
before people willing to help could take
emergency or preventative
measures, and the entire project is lying
flat on the floor. Discouragement is a
task-slayer. People start with the best
intentions but too soon lose sight of the
endgame and just give up and quit. If
you listen to people who live by a secular
worldview, you will not finish your task,
but you will derail, wreck, and scorch
the earth around you. And, of course, it
is vogue to then blame everything and
everyone else for your failure. Now, the
task is incomplete, but the pathway for
others has been damaged. Others may
have to take a detour to get on their right
path because of our own train wreck. A
man told me this week that he does not
go to church because of something that
happened at his home church … 50 years
ago in a different town … and a

Rise & Shine

different state! I’m sure somewhere along
the way someone burned a fried chicken
leg and served it to my grandpa, so I guess
I’ll have to give up fried chicken?
If the truth is told, and we are honest
with ourselves, we all can look back to
train wrecks when no one is to blame
except ourselves. Aren’t we glad God’s
grace sets us back on track and moving
beyond and forward? I love how the Holy
Spirit led Paul to say in Phil. 3, “but one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and reaching forward to what lies ahead,
I press on toward the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. To
young Timothy, he wrote in 2 Timothy
4:7-8, “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the course, I have kept the faith;
in the future, there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award to me on
that day; and not only to me, but also to
all who have loved His appearing.” Live to
finish well, reaching forward, and love His
appearing!
Your Pastor and friend,

Forever Young Picnic Luncheon
at the home of Thad & Judy Buck
Thursday, April 14, 11:30 a.m.

Ladies & Girls,
Bring a finger food, wear a hat, and stay after church for
Meat and rolls are provided.
our WMU Rise & Shine Fellowship luncheon on
Please
bring a side or a dessert.
Sunday April 24th. We hope to see you there as we seek
(Suggestions: Cold picnic-type food,
to gather, grow, and go. We will fellowship, eat, praise &
salads, desserts)
worship, hear testimonies, and give God glory! Please let
us know if you are interested in singing, sharing a
If you would like to ride together, meet
at the church at 11:00 a.m.
testimony, and/or helping organize a future fellowship!

Ginger’s Notes
“He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.”.
Matthew 28:6
We will celebrate EASTER on Sunday,
April 17! The Worship Choir will present a
selection of Easter music as we celebrate our
Risen Savior! I appreciate the faithfulness of
our choir and instrumentalists every week,
but especially when we prepare special music
programs. Believe it or not, but we are in
the beginning stages of planning our 2022
Christmas program. If you are interested in
volunteering to help with this church wide
musical drama, you are invited to a planning
meeting Wednesday night, April 27 at 7:00 in
the choir room.
WORSHIP CHOIR rehearsals will be in the
sanctuary on April 6 and 13 at 6:00 as we
prepare special music for Easter Sunday. Rehearsals will resume in the choir room after
Easter. New listening CDs and flash drives
will be available the week after Easter.
CHILDREN’S CHOIRS are meeting on
Wednesday nights from 5:30-6:00! We have
choirs for ages PreK4-Grade 6! Our children’s

How wonderful the season of spring has
been and is! Looking into April, Sunday the
3rd is our family worship service; we will not
be having children’s worship that day. Nursery
will be provided. Brandon & Haley McGarity
will teach the children April 10th, Jimbo & I
will teach April 17th, and Jon & Katie Oswalt
will teach April 24th. We are SO grateful and
excited for the way our parents have been
involved and eager to see how the Lord will
continue to encourage and stretch them!
April 10th, we will have the opportunity to
take part in the Lord’s supper. I have resources
I’d love to share for parents to peruse and
read; I feel these might help provide insight
and answer some of the “why” questions our
children may have related to this. Feel free to
swing by the office and pick up a copy or see
me if you’re interested!
Children’s choir meets Wednesdays at
5:30pm. Children’s mission classes meet
Wednesdays from 6-7pm. Our mission project
for April is to make and put together Easter
happies and baskets for little ones in our com-

choirs will lead us in Morning Worship on
April 10 and May 8.
STUDENT CHOIR is meeting on Sunday
afternoons, April 3 and 24 at 5:00 and April
10 at 4:00 (before Bible Drills). We appreciate them leading worship on March 6 and
27. They will lead worship again on May 1.
Youth Choir is followed by SNAC (Sunday
night after choir) which includes food, Bible
Study and other fun activities. ALL youth
are encouraged to attend! We are planning
a weekend youth choir trip May 21-22. More
information will be available next week!
A special thanks to our children and youth
who have played preludes for Morning Worship the past few weeks: Chapman Hill, Eliza
Jessop, Hannah Miller, Leslie Robinson, Bella
Vick, They were participants in the Mississippi Baptist Keyboard Festival in Starkville in
January.
He keeps me singing!

munity; we will do this Wednesday April 13th
during the children’s mission hour.
Children’s Bible drills meet on Sunday
afternoons at 4:00pm. The church drill will
be held on Sunday April 10th at 5:00pm. Our
church will host the county drills on Monday,
April 11th at 6:00pm. The state drills will be
hosted at First Baptist Church of Starkville on
Monday, April 25th from 2-6pm.
I still have a couple spots left for
Centrikid summer camp! We are returning
to Timbercreek the week of June 27th-July 1st.
Children must have completed 3rd-6th grade
to attend. Please see me for more details and/
or to sign up! Also, parents of those already
signed up, please be on the lookout for more
info and paperwork coming soon!! Also, remember the second deposit is due by Friday,
April 29th.
SAVE THE DATE for our Spark Studios
Vacation Bible School this summer. We will
host this June 8th-12th. Please make plans
to be a part of this special week! I know our
church family is filled with people whose
gifts can be exercised here, so please, please
contact myself or Julie Hill if you would be
willing to serve.
		
Joyfully His,
		
Morgan

Baby Dedication is Sunday, May 8. If you
are interested in participating, please see
Morgan or call the church office.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBER!
By Letter:
Marie Landon

New Books in the Church Library:
- God Is The Gospel by John Piper
- A Woman’s Walk with God: Growing in the Fruit of
the Spirit by Elizabeth George
- The Problem with Pain by C.S. Lewis
- How’s Your Soul? Why Everything That Matters
Starts with the Inside You by Judah Smith
- Growing Up Without Getting Lost: Discovering
Your Identity in Christ by Melissa Trevathan and
Sissy Goff
- The Back Door To Your Teen’s Heart: Learning
What They Need and Helping Them Find It by
Melissa Trevathan and Sissy Goff
- For Such a Time as This: My Faith Journey
Through The White House and Beyond by Kayleigh
McEnany
Also, we are missing a book and do not have a
record of who might have it. Please return it if
you find it.
- In His Hands by Steven A. Curley MD FACS

THANK YOU NOTES have been
received from Regina Towery and
Lacey Brewer.
Church-wide
Work Day
Saturday,
April 2 at 8:00 a.m.
(If it is raining on April 2,
work day will be moved to
April 9.)

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to Edgar
Harris and family in the death of his brother,
Billy Harris, March 1; also to Kent Watson and
family in the death of his uncle, John Watson,
February 28; and to Grady and Peggy Davis in
the death of their nephew, Robert Brand, March
1; also to Jo Freeman and John Freeman and
family in the death of their daughter/ sister,
JoAnn Tisdale, March 2; and to the family of Pat
Kelly who passed away March 6; also to Justin
and Kelly Davis and family in the death of his
grandmother, Pat Kaye, March 15; and to William and Kimberly Allen and family in the death
of his brother, James Allen, March 20.
On Saturday April 2nd the annual International
Fiesta will be held at the MSU Drill Field. Come
show the love of Jesus to students from many
countries including Ukraine. The flag parade
begins at 11:00. Most countries represented sell
food and crafts at their booths as well as have a
performance of song or dance. This is a perfect,
casual time to meet people from many countries
including Ukraine and Israel.

FFirst
irst Students
Students

Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering,
since He who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:24

Church family,
I want to thank all of you once again for
your hospitality in welcoming me into this
church family. I have had quite a first month
here at FBC with planning DNOW and
coordinating such a big weekend in a small
amount of time. I can confidently say that it
would not have been possible without all of
the help that I received. I appreciate everyone who pitched in to make DNOW weekend such a great weekend. From cooking,
to cleaning, to hosting students in homes,
and all of the little details in between. I am
overwhelmed by the response and support
from all of those that served so diligently. I

am also forever grateful for all of your prayers;
not only for DNOW weekend but also for me as
I begin my ministry here. I have felt loved and
supported and am eager for more opportunities
to serve alongside you all.
As we look into the coming month, we will
switch our focus to summer camp. Centrifuge
signup has begun! I have a google form for students and chaperones to sign up on. This is the
link to that form https://bit.ly/3up0mEG. Centrifuge will be June 13-17 at Panama City Beach,
Florida. We will have two payment deadlines;
one in April and one in May. The first payment deadline will be Sunday, April 24th, and
the payment will be $150. Some students will
have credits from previous fundraisers, and if
anyone would like to use their credits towards
camp, please contact me, and I will be able to
give an amount of the credits that can be used.

We will have more information coming soon
about camp, so be on the lookout for that.
I have set up a remind 101 for the youth,
and a lot of information about upcoming
events will go out through the remind, so if
you have not signed up for remind 101, you
can do so by simply sending a text message
to: 81010 ,and the message should say @
fbcwpst. After sending the text, you should
receive confirmation about being added to
the remind and you will then be able to get all
text updates that I will be sending out. Please
continue to be in prayer for all of our students
and all of our activities that we will have in
the near future.
In Christ,
Joseph Blount

Any groups (deacons, women’s ministry, men’s ministry, missions, small groups, committees, choirs,
ensembles, children, youth, and adults) who are planning events or meetings in May must email or call
Kelli with dates, times, and details by April 21. (fbcwpkelli@gmail.com)

NURSERY CALENDAR

Ben Lawley
Heather Lawley

April 6
Hoagie Sandwich
Trimmings
Chips/Dip
Strawberry Trifle

April 20
Hamburger/Cheeseburger
French Fries
Baked Beans
Sugar Cookie

April 13
Chicken Spaghetti
English Peas
Fruit Salad
Garlic Bread
Pie

April 27
Chicken Sandwich
Trimmings
Tater Tots
Brownie

If you are on the standing reservation list,
please call if you do not plan to eat. If you are
not on the reservation list and would like to
eat, please call the church office @ 494-4213

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE

		2/27
Sunday School
164
Morning Worship 268

3/6
191
307

3/13
153
240

3/20
190
297

April 3
Nikki Stafford
Heather Bumgarner

April 10
Brandon McGarity Laurel Vipperman
Haley McGarity
Katie Oswalt

Will Ketchum
Brooke Ketchum

April 17
Brenda Towery
Hannah Weston

Steve Tribble
Thea Kay Tribble

April 24
Donna Ross
Regina Towery

TITHES & OFFERINGS
February 27, 2022
Undesignated
$8,395.00
Reimbursements
$171.00
Child Care
$1,668.50
Total Operating
$10,234,50
Designated
$317.00
Total Deposit
$10,551.50
February Online Giving
$7,345.15
February Online ECM Deposits
$7,075.50
March 6,2022
Undesignated
$22,316.00
Reimbursements
$178.00
Child Care
$2,643.00
Total Operating
$25,137.00
Designated
$3,301.00
Total Deposit
$28,438.00

March 13,2022
Undesignated
$11,818.00
Child Care
$5,520.00
Total Operating
$17,338.00
Designated
$2,760.00
Total Deposit
$20,098.00
March 20,2022
Undesignated
$8,214.00
Reimbursements
$156.00
Child Care
$5,936.20
Total Operating
$14,306.20
Designated
$2,860.00
Total Deposit
$17,166.20
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