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     There are two essential pieces of glass in your car. The first is your 
windshield. It faces forward and is usually curved and angled to pro-
vide the most efficient aerodynamics for the driver’s vehicle and field of 
vision. It is important to keep it clean to provide complete clarity. Occa-
sionally a rock thrown by another car will hit the windshield and cause 
a chip. Time, heat, and the vibration of the road will cause that chip to 
turn into a crack, possibly even interfering with the driver’s ability to 
see. The other piece of glass is much smaller and strategically placed 
so the driver can see behind him without turning around. It is the 
rearview mirror. Most new vehicles even have a camera and a screen to 
give an enhanced view when backing up. But the mirror allows one to 
glance back, even when moving forward. It’s important to know what is 
behind you and the rate of speed when another car is within range to 
interact with your vehicle possibly. 
    Sometimes it is prudent for us to look backward as a church, but it 
would be dangerous if the vast majority of our focus were not looking 
forward. We must know the windshield condition to make sure it is 
clean and safe for the trip. Look back when it is prudent, but the lion’s 
share of driving time is spent looking forward. From that perspective, 
we can avoid obstacles and potholes, prepare for any critter that is 
grappling with the question, “Why DID the chicken cross the road?” 
But we also must deal with the other drivers all around us. To drive 
safely requires your attention, alertness, your best reflex responses, 
a knowledge of how your vehicle operates at optimum functionality. 
Still, you should also know and obey a standard set of rules. Legally, 
you must prove your fitness to drive and receive documentation that 
licenses you to operate a vehicle. Now, you are ready for a trip. Howev-
er, it does you no good to be prepared if you don’t know where you are 
going. 
     As a church family, the past year has brought so many new realities. 
Looking in the rear-view mirror causes us to be humbled before God to 
see how HE has blessed us to survive. As we see the other cars around 
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From Your Pastor    

“Let us continually offer to God a sac-
rifice of praise—the fruit of lips that 
openly profess his name. And do not 
forget to do good and to share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.”
                                     Hebrews 13:15-16
 
      When we gather for corporate worship we offer two kinds 
of sacrifice: praise to God and good works to bless God’s peo-
ple. We minister both vertically to the Lord and horizontally to 
each other when the church gathers. What a joy it is to gather 
as the church each week!  
       Thanks to Sarah Grace Pierce and Benjamin Hollis for play-
ing the preludes the past two Sundays.  
       Worship Choir meets each Wednesday at 6:00 in the 
sanctuary. This is a great time to join choir or to come back to 
choir if you haven’t been singing with us for a while. 
       The Youth Ensemble will be rehearsing at 7:00 this 
Wednesday in the sanctuary to prepare for leading worship 
May 2.  
       HAND BELLS!!!  If you are interested in playing hand bells 
during the month of May, please let me know. We welcome 
new players!   
    He Keeps Me Singing! 
 

To My First Baptist Family,
      The people you live for, laugh with, and love; those who 
support you unconditionally; those who continually show up, stay 
up, and make up our church family; may not have it all together, 
but together we have it all.
      There are people in life to be thankful for - and blessings - the 
large and the small families, our friends, all the people of First 
Baptist we love are the most cherished of all.
      I will be moving to Bainbridge, GA this month after 90 years of 
Christian fellowship here at First Baptist.
      I will be thinking of you , standing with you, and praying for 
you.
    Bobbie Jean Hazelwood
Riverside Place of Bainbridge
1151 West College St.
Bainbridge, GA 39819

Sunday afternoon is a 
very special day in the 
life of our GAs and RAs. 
The girls have worked hard 
this year on steps toward 
awards that will be present-
ed to them at 4:00 in the 

Sanctuary at the second annual GA Coronation. Two years ago 
we brought back the Coronation and the girls loved it. Due to 

Covid, we didn’t get to have this in 2020, so we are looking 
forward to this again. Our boys have been working hard on 
their cars and learning bible verses. The annual Virgil Baker 
Race Derby will be Sunday, at 5:00 in the Fellowship Hall. The 
church family is invited to attend both of these events and en-
couraged to come. There will be a reception for the GAs in the 
foyer of the sanctuary and there will be food for the boys at the 
Derby. Please make plans to attend this special day.
      Another special day is Wednesday, May 5, at 6:00, when 
Dan Bellamy of Inflatable Balloons comes to present “Nothing 
is Impossible with God” through the use of balloons.  This 
event will be in the sanctuary and is for all ages of children and 
adults, young and old! You do not want to miss this special 
event like nothing you have ever seen before.  
      WOW (Working on Wednesdays) will begin on May 12, 
from 6:00-7:00 and continue throughout the month of May 
to prepare our children for Vacation Bible School, Concrete 
and Cranes. The children will be divided into age groups and 
participate in bible studies on Moses, Nehemiah, and Joshua as 
they learn to follow a blueprint, put pieces together and make 
something new. Please mark your calendar for a most different 
VBS this year as we do a weekend VBS on June 4-6. Friday, June 
4, at 4:00, will kick off our VBS with a Construction Caravan 
including construction equipment/trucks to touch and climb 
on with food trucks and lots of fun.  Watch for more information 
about VBS coming soon.  
    Working for Him, Thea Kay

THANK YOU NOTES have been received from 
Patsy Hill and Lacey Brewer..
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Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering,  

since He who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:24

              Weekly: 
Student Worship – We 
will be back upstairs 
tonight for student wor-
ship at 6:00 pm. We’ll 
be continuing our bible 

study in the book of James by looking at James 1:9-16.
Student Girl’s Ensemble will meet at 7:00 pm with Madison in 
the choir room. 

Upcoming Events:

      SNAC – Our last SNAC of this school year will Sunday, May 
23rd.
      7th Grade Day Trip – To cap off their first year in youth, our 
7th graders will be taking a day trip on Saturday, May 1st, to 
SkyZone Trampoline Park in Ridgeland, MS, eat lunch, do an 
escape room, go to the Northpark Mall and then eat dinner 
before heading home that evening. We will leave at 8:00am 
and the students will only need money for their food. 
      Senior Recognition Sunday: We will celebrate our seniors 
on Sunday, May 2nd. Here is the information you need to know. 
    Tables will be set up for you to decorate in honor of your  
  senior. The tables will be in front of our fellowship hall   
 with your student’s name on the table. If you plan to   
 decorate a table, please let me know by April 28th. 
    We will be serving our seniors and their immediate fam-  
 ilies a meal after the morning service. Please RSVP with a  
 total count for your senior by April 28th. 
    If you have not already done so, please send a picture   
 of your student via email to Bro. Gary to be shown on   
 Sunday morning. In that email, please include your   
 senior’s intentions for their future. This information is   
 also due April 28th. You can send this information   
 even if your senior will be unable to participate in attend- 
 ing the service, setting up a table, or attending the lunch.  
 We would still like to honor your senior. 
      Student Summer Camp – June 14-18th Centrifuge @ 
Panama City Beach. Start praying for the 39 people who are 
attending camp this year. Pray for our safety, pray that COVID 
does not prohibit camp, and pray most of all that student’s will 
be open to the Gospel and come home changed by the power 
of Christ to have an impact here in West Point. If you have not 
received your packet of camp information, please contact Bro. 
Gary. 
      Youth Committee Meeting: Wednesday, April 21 at 
5:00pm in the church office.  
         

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21
Meal - 5:00 p.m.

Mission Friends, GAs, RAs  - 6:00 p.m.
Student Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Quarterly Business Meeting/Prayer Meeting - 6:00 p.m. 
Worship Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 p.m. 

Youth Girls’ Ensemble - 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 25
Early Worship Service - 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

GA Coronation - 4:00 p.m. - Sanctuary
RA Race Car Derby - 5:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE

To make reservations, 
call the church office, 

or email or text Beth or 
Melissa. Reservations 

should be made or 
canceled by noon each 

Tuesday. Sorry, no 
standing reservations. 

APRIL 18, 2021
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

ATTENDANCE
180

TOTAL
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

237

            TITHES & OFFERINGS
                    April 18, 2021
Undesignated 5,877.00
Reimbursements 899.00
Child Care 6,478.80
Total Operating 13,254.80
Designated           20.00
Total Deposit 13,274.80

APRIL 21
BBQ Sandwiches

Slaw
French Fries

Chocolate Pie

APRIL 28
Chicken Strips

Mashed Potatoes
& Gravy

Black-eyed Peas
Rolls & Dessert

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS

(Pastor continued)
us, some are all over the road, and we recognize how critical defensive 
driving requires our best focus and the need to buckle up and be safe. 
But we MUST look forward, or we will not arrive safely at our desti-
nation down the road. For this reason, we will soon be organizing a 
“Vision Team.” We will be asking each Sunday School class to provide 
a representative, some representatives of key committees, and some 
Deacons to help cast a vision for some immediate direction for our 
church family. We will then turn that vision over to the Long Range 
Planning Committee to equip them with a framework to springboard 
from the Vision Teams’ work. Please be in prayer as we prepare for the 
next chapter and new season in the life of First Baptist Church.
   Your Pastor and friend,  Dale


