
Ginger’s Notes

THE

Messenger
First Baptist Church
560 E. Broad St. - West Point, MS
662-494-4213
www.firstbaptistwp.org

Volume XXV    March 17, 2021      No. 10

From Your Pastor    
I did not watch Harry and Meghan, the Duke and Duchess of Sussex’s 
infamous interview, by one of the most influential people in our culture, 
Oprah Winfrey. I’ve never been much interested in the Royal family, and I 
must confess that I have never watched an entire episode of Oprah when 
she hosted a daily talk show. Honestly, I’ve been baffled by her popularity. 
Why do people seek marriage advice from someone who has never had a 
successful marriage? Why do people seek parenting advice from someone 
who has never raised children? Why would people seek healthy body-
weight advice from someone who has lost and gained the equivalent of 
another body? Yet, Oprah is treated like a modern-day Prophetess and wise 
sage, and that concerns me. It is because Oprah believes successful living 
is found in following “your truth.” I realize Oprah did not coin that phrase. 
It is the prevailing postmodern cultural view of truth. It’s part of the reason 
we’re in such turmoil in our culture. Truth becomes distorted when a 
pronoun precedes it. (Pronouns are becoming more tricky by the day). The 
REAL truth is not my decision. It does not come from within a person. The 
REAL truth must match reality, which is external, not just for you or me 
but also for all people. The Creator establishes the REAL truth for His cre-
ation. It must correspond to reality outside of any one person’s feelings or 
mood. I can have “my” memories, or “my” convictions, or “my” feelings, or 
“my” interpretation of events, but I can’t have “my” truth. What happens if 
“your truth” and “my truth” are not the same? I don’t want to depend upon 
“my truth” when it’s time to read an MRI! I want a medical professional 
trained and experienced at knowing what is reflected on the monitor, to 
tell the truth about what the MRI reveals!  But modern culture has decided 
that each person’s sex is based upon our determination of “my” truth, and 
now the pronoun by which you should refer to each person is by their 
determination. This chaos is because our culture has allowed “MY truth” 
to prevail. The bottom line is not empowerment, as Oprah might tell you. It 
appeals to arrogance, pride, selfish foolishness to blind our minds from the 
source of TRUTH: Jesus! John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the way, the TRUTH, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” Is He where your 
truth rests?
                                                             Your Pastor and friend,
   

“Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix 
your gaze directly before you.  Give care-
ful thought to the paths for your feet and 

be steadfast in all your ways. 
Do not turn to the right or to the left; keep 

your foot from evil.”  Proverbs 4:25-27
 
There are so many things that can turn us to the right and to 
the left.  It’s easy to focus on other things and forget to focus 
on the One on whom everything should be focused on.  I pray 
that we keep our eyes on Jesus and not swerve to the right or 
to the left!
 
Thanks to Charles Raines, the Girls Ensemble, Praise Team 
and instrumentalists for leading us in worship Sunday.  
 
Worship Choir will meet tonight at 6:00 in the sanctuary.  
We continue to work on special music for Palm Sunday and 
Easter.  Listening CDs and zip drives are available for personal 
practice.  
 
Youth Girls Ensemble will NOT rehearse this Wednesday, 
March 17.  Rehearsals will resume March 24.   All youth girls 
are welcome to join this group!
                 He keeps me singing!
 

OUR GOAL: $8,200.00
GIVEN TO DATE: $6,705.00

      GAs, RAs, and Mission 
Friends will meet tonight 
from 6:00-7:00.  Bible 
drills will meet also at 
5:30.  Even though this 
is Spring break week and 
we usually don’t have 

activities, we are having it because the Bible drill, derby and 
coronation are coming soon and we want our FBC kids to be 
prepared!
      On Sunday, March 28, 
Palm Sunday, we will have a 
drive-by family Easter event 
“Eggstra, Eggstra, Jesus is 
Alive”, from 3:00-5:00. Your 
family of all ages can drive by 
stations around the church 
block and participate in finding 
eggs hidden in the scenes that depict the Easter story. You will 
not get out of your cars to do this different kind of egg hunt. 
Just plan on coming and bringing your family, you will not be 

disappointed! 
      Please mark your calendars for an 
important and big event happening 
on Wednesday, May 5.  Dan Bellamy 
of Inflatable Balloons will be here to 
present a church-wide fun way of teach-
ing Bible lessons using balloons.  Your 
family will not want to miss this night.  

To continue from last week on Dale Hudson’s article on how to 
be intentional about reaching the next generation, I’m going to 
include 5 ways this week and conclude with 5 ways next week. 

The next generation is watching you! 
1. We must pass them God’s way of salvation, the gospel 
2. Pass them God’s wisdom so they will know how to make 
wise decisions, 3. Pass them God’s Word, 4. Walk the talk and 
teach what you know 5. Parents, you are your child’s first and 
most influential teacher. “Your greatest accomplishment will 
not be something you do but rather someone you raise.”  Deut. 
6:7 “These commandments that I give you today are to be on 
your hearts.  Impress them on your children.” We must be in-
tentional about teaching Jesus to our children through the way 
to talk, walk, and live. Working for Him, Thea Kay  

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to Tim Fowler and 
family in the death of his sister-in-law, Loretta Fowler, 

March 10.



First Baptist Church
Rev. Dale Funderburg, Pastor

Ginger Fowler, Minister of Music
Thea Kay Tribble, Minister to Children

Gary Havlin, Student Pastor
Laura Langford, Early Childhood Ministry Director

Morgan Spotts, Children’s Ministry Intern
Madison Johnson, Music Ministry Intern

Kempseyann Barnett, Student Ministry Intern

FFirst irst SStudentstudentsFirst Students
Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering,  

since He who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:24

Weekly: 
Student Worship – We 
will not have regular 
Wednesday night 
services, instead the 
youth will meet from 6-8 

upstairs. 
      Girl’s Choir – No choir this week. 
      Student Bible Drill – No Bible Drill this week. Students need 
to continue working to memorize their Scriptures and other 
information.  

Upcoming Events:
      SNAC –Our next SNAC is going to be WAC on Wednesday, 
TONIGHT, from 6-8 pm. Other SNAC dates are March 28th, 
April 18th, and May 23rd. 
      Parent’s Meeting: We will have a 
meeting March 24th at 7:00pm for 
the parents of those who are attending 
summer camp to go over final payments, 
paper work, and other relevant camp 
information. We will meet upstairs in the 
youth room. 
      Senior Recognition Sunday: We will celebrate our seniors 
on Sunday, May 2nd. Seniors will have a table in the hallway in 
front of the fellowship hall to decorate in their honor. The tables 
will be up on Sunday, and we will have a lunch for students and 
their families’ after the morning worship service. Parents, tables 
will be available on Saturday beforehand for you to decorate. 
We also ask that you email a picture of your graduate to Bro. 
Gary. 
      Student Summer Camp – June 14-18th Centrifuge @ 
Panama City Beach. Start praying for the 39 people who are 
attending camp this year. Pray for our safety, pray that COVID 
does not prohibit camp, and pray most of all that student’s will 
be open to the Gospel and come home changed by the power 
of Christ to have an impact here in West Point. 

EARLY VOTING FOR CITY ELECTIONS
Those 65 + may go vote between now and April 3. 

You may vote weekdays from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at City Hall 
and on Saturday, March 27 and Saturday, April 3 from 8:00 

a.m.-Noon. You may also vote absentee in case you are going 
to be out of town on voting day, April 6. If anyone needs a ride 
there are several who would gladly go pick you up. They will 

even come out to your car and let you vote for those unable to 
walk inside.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17
NO MEAL

Children’s Bible Drill - 5:30 p.m.
Mission Friends, GAs, RAs  - 6:00 p.m.

Student SNAC - 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting - 6:00 p.m. 

Worship Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 21
Early Worship Service - 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m. 

MONDAY, March 22
Music on Mondays - 4:00 p.m. 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE

To make reservations, call the 
church office, or email or text 
Beth or Melissa. Reservations 
should be made or canceled 
by noon each Tuesday. Sorry, 

no standing reservations. 
Dine-in only. 

MARCH 14, 2021
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

ATTENDANCE
174

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
231

MARCH 17

NO MEAL
DUE TO  

LOW
RESPONSE

            TITHES & OFFERINGS
                    March 14, 2021
Undesignated 10,419.00
Reimbursements 2,128.00
Child Care 3,477.70
Total Operating 16,024.70
Designated            2,568.00
Total Deposit 18,592.70

MARCH 24
Chicken 

Spaghetti
English Peas
Fried Okra

Roll
Strawberry 
Shortcake

MARCH 31
Vegetable
Beef Soup

Grilled Cheese/
PBJ Sandwiches

Cornbread
Yellow Cake

w/Chocolate Icing

APRIL 7
Hamburger Steak

Rice and Gravy
Green Beans

Biscuits
Brownies

WELCOME NEW MEMBER
By Letter: Mike Morrow


